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Ignore health coverage completely and

wait for some illness to eat up my assets and
then go on state aid?

Change employers and hope that its group
insurance is more benevolent?

Or try to convince some responsible person
or persons that our bottom line insurance in-
dustry is just that and nothing more. Our so-
ciety has gone through its revolution and
evolutions and deregulations. Perhaps it is
time to go through a period of regulation
(another form of evolution)—regulation of
the insurance industry. Or if that is not pos-
sible, then I think that the Federal govern-
ment must step in to fill the void that pri-
vate industry will not handle—we cannot
leave it to Beaver or private industry.
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HONORING THE TIMOTHY
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Timothy Volunteer Fire De-
partment. These brave, civic minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to com-
mend President Clinton in particular and my
colleagues in the Congress who agreed in the
latest appropriations legislation for fiscal year
1996 to repeal the recent provision in the de-
fense authorization bill which would have man-
dated summary discharge of military personnel
with the HIV virus. That provision, Mr. Speak-
er, was an outrage, and I applaud its repeal.

The so-called problem of HIV-infected mili-
tary personnel is a shibboleth. No logical rea-
son exists to single out those people serving
in the armed forces who have HIV. People
suffering from other, far more contagious ail-
ments are not subjected to the same discrimi-
nation. They are not kicked out and forced to
lose accrued benefits and promised health
care. This ban is more a reflection of fear and
bigotry than rational military and health policy.
It is patently discriminatory and unfair.

Although HIV can be contracted in a num-
ber of ways, let us not pretend that this ban
was not directed at gay and lesbian Ameri-
cans who contribute to our national defense.
Gay and lesbian Americans have served our
Nation in the military with great distinction for
as long as this Nation has existed. They de-
serve much better than this.

Mr. Speaker, I share the President’s convic-
tion that compassion and clearheaded reason
must be employed in confronting the HIV virus
and its effects. The repeal of this ban is a
positive step in restoring reason to the discus-
sion. I ask my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding the repeal of the ban on military per-
sonnel with HIV.
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BARNSLEY SCHOOL, ROCKVILLE,
MD
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OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in trib-
ute to the students, faculty, and parents of the
Lucy Barnsley School in Rockville, MD on the
occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of their
school. The Lucy Barnsley School opened in
1965 for elementary school children and is
currently responsible for educating 542 stu-
dents from kindergarten through fifth grade.

Lucy Barnsley is one of four elementary
centers in Montgomery County for highly gifted
students in grades four and five. In 1979, a
program for deaf and hearing-impaired stu-
dents was incorporated into the regular teach-
ing program. The school boasts a unique fifth
grade singing group known as the Fabulous
Flying Fingers. Under the direction of Theresa
Burdett, the group uses sign language to com-
municate the meaning of their songs to the
hearing-impaired. The group has performed on
two occasions at the White House.

The Lucy Barnsley School demonstrates its
dedication to children and their education
through innovative programs like the Fabulous
Flying Fingers. Principal William Beckman em-
phasizes the importance of innovative teach-
ing methods, team teaching techniques, and a
strong sense of cooperation among the faculty
at Lucy Barnsley.

Please join me in congratulating the Lucy
Barnsley School on 30 years of dedication to
the education of children in Rockville and best
wishes for 30 more to come.

TRIBUTE TO CAPT. MICHAEL
DOWD

HON. WILLIAM J. MARTINI
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a very special individual from the
Eighth Congressional District of New Jersey.

On the night of February 27, 1995, Captain
Michael Dowd tied a rope around his waist,
was lowered down the side of a four-story
burning building, and saved the life of a 3-
year-old child. For this remarkable display of
bravery, I am proud to honor Captain Dowd
for receiving the New Jersey state Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association’s Valor Award.

Valor and courage are attributes that are es-
sential for all firefighters, yet hopefully they are
never truly tested in a life-threatening situa-
tion. On February 27, 1995, Captain Dowd
displayed the kind of valor and courage that
not only makes us all proud but leaves us
stunned with amazement and admiration.

It is these displays of intense dedication to
public service and community, as well as the
pure compassion and value for human life,
that symbolize what America is all about. Cap-
tain Dowd serves as a wonderful role model
not only for those in his community of West
Orange, NJ, but for the national community as
well.

Captain Dawd was willing to risk his own life
in order to save another’s, and for this he has
received the New Jersey State Firemen’s Mu-
tual Benevolent Association’s Valor Award. I
am proud to give praise and honor to this re-
markable individual for his extraordinary dem-
onstration of heroism.

Speaking for the citizens of the Eighth Con-
gressional District, I offer heartfelt congratula-
tions, and wish you continued success.
f

TRIBUTE TO LA GRANGE POLICE
OFFICERS ROBIN PROKASKI AND
JIM LIOTTA

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I wish to
pay tribute to two outstanding police officers
who heroically risked their lives to save two
people from a burning house in my district.

Officers Robin Prokaski and James Liotta of
the La Grange, IL police department were the
first to respond to an alarm that brought them
to a burning house in the community in the
early morning hours of February 24. One oc-
cupant of the house, Jerry Chlapcik, had es-
caped the flames and smoke, but his elderly
wife and his daughter, a guardriplegic, were
still trapped inside. Officers Prokaski and
Liotta climbed through a window and found
the mother attempting to get the daughter out
of bed.

Working quickly in the dense smoke, they
were able to get both mother and daughter out
of the house, handing the victims out of the
window.

For their heroic efforts, Officers Prokaski
and Liotta were awarded the Chief’s Award of
Valor from the fire department.
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